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GLOBAL WARMING 
Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [12.54 pm]:  Global warming and environmental issues have always been 
interests of mine.  I am aware of the problems facing our globe, with the oceans warming, threatening our coral 
reefs and adding to the size and intensity of cyclones and hurricanes.  Melting ice in both the northern and 
southern hemispheres is leading to the slowing of ocean currents and is affecting air temperatures.  In the 1980s 
David Suzuki was warning the governments and people of this planet that unless we change the way we think 
and live, it may be too late to stop the inevitable decline in weather conditions.  Just yesterday, a tornado ripped 
through an area in Victoria; this was previously unheard of.  
I am interested in further investigating the process of hydrogen cracking that has been used in the petroleum 
industry since the 1980s.  I quote from the Encyclopaedia Britannica - 

One of the most far-reaching developments of the refining industry in the 1950s was the use of 
hydrogen . . . Since 1980 hydrogen processing has become so prominent that many refineries now 
incorporate hydrogen-manufacturing plants in their processing schemes. 

I encourage all members to view the documentary An Inconvenient Truth and, after viewing it, to take some time 
to allow the full impact of it to sink into the psyche.  They should give some thought to the benefits of clean 
energy and, in that context, think about hydrogen and the fact that hydrogen is already being produced by the 
petroleum industry.  Why are we still using oil?  Hydrogen emissions are totally clean and sustainable.  The 
technology obviously exists.  I encourage the further investigation of this form of energy for our future.  We 
have a choice, but which one will we be courageous enough to pursue?  Inventors all over the world are working 
on this, and I believe that Western Australia has the ability to lead the way. 
 


